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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE 
WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 9th MARCH, 2017 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,  

                                         CITY HALL, THE MALL, WATERFORD  
   

 
 
PRESENT:           

 
      Cllr. Adam Wyse Mayor Cllr. Jason Murphy  

Cllr. Liam Brazil Cllr. Pat Nugent 
      Cllr. John Cummins Cllr. John Carey 

Cllr. Declan Doocey   Cllr. John O’Leary 
Cllr. Joe Conway Cllr. Michael J O’Ryan 
Cllr. Declan Clune Cllr. Cha O’Neill 
Cllr. Tom Cronin Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan 
Cllr. Davy Daniels Cllr. Seanie Power 
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  Cllr. John Pratt 
Cllr. Jim Griffin Cllr. Eamon Quinlan 
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan Cllr. Sean Reinhardt 
Cllr. Joe Kelly Cllr. Mary Roche 
Cllr. John Hearne  Cllr. Breda Brennan 
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan        Cllr. Ray Murphy 
Cllr. Seamus O’Donnell        Cllr. Siobhan Whelan 

 
 
 
APOLOGIES            
 
Cllr. Tobin, Cllr. Geoghegan   
Best wishes were extended to Cllr. Tobin for a speedy recovery. 
 
Cllr. O’Neill proposed a minute’s silence in respect of the late Mr. Paddy Lyons, Ballysaggart, Lismore 
which was agreed and observed. 
 
  
   
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:           
 
Mr. M. Walsh, Chief Executive 
Mr. B. Duggan, SEO, Economic Development & Planning 
Ms. J. Cantwell, Librarian, Corporate, Culture, HR & IS 
Mr. I.  Grimes, Director of Services, Housing, Community & Emergency Services 
Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance 
Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Services, Roads, Water & Environment  
Mr. E. Ruane, Meetings Administrator 
Ms. S. Walsh, Senior Staff Officer 
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1. Confirmation of Minutes 

 
Plenary Meeting held on 9th February, 2017 
 
Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr Cummins and agreed. 
 
Cllr. Roche said that the minutes were unclear as it appeared that the Housing Allocation scheme was 
adopted. 
I.Grimes, DOS confirmed that the Housing Allocation Scheme was not adopted. 
 
 
2. Matters Arising 

 
Cllr. Mulligan asked if the CPG had considered the festival funding and proposed that the festival funding 
of €8,575 provided for the Truck Show, which had now been moved out of the area, be allocated to 
SPRAOI, seconded by Cllr O’Neill and agreed.  Cllr. Fitzgerald requested an update on the 
windows/doors policy. Cllr Roche asked about the meeting with the TII in relation to the N24 and the 
response from the IDA re. the replacement of the regional director. Cllr Cummins asked for an update on 
the Greenway Bilberry section.  
I Grimes, DOS said that the doors/windows will be discussed at the Housing SPC meeting next month.  
E.Ruane, SSO confirmed that the Council had written to the IDA. 
F.Galvin, DOS said that the TII are looking at the N24 but it is not in the current National Investment 
Programme. 
Chief Executive confirmed that the footpaths at Bilberry will be upgraded and a proposal will be circulated 
next week.  
Cllr Hearne raised the issue of illegal caravans, but the Mayor asked to defer it to the management report. 
Cllr Brennan asked re HAP contracts and inspections prior to commencement.  Cllr Kelly asked if the 
Council will be purchasing land along Greenway. 
I.Grimes, DOS said that the Local Authorities do not have a contractual agreement with HAP landlords 
and disputes go to the Private Residential Tenancy Board and the Council has no resources to carry out 
inspections prior to the tenant moving in but carry them out in the first 8 months. 
Chief Executive said that the Council is looking for a permanent solution to access to the Greenway at 
Bilberry. 
Cllr Kelly asked will NAMA be one of the owners that the Council will have to deal with. 
Chief Executive said that NAMA does not own the land only the loan on the land. 
Cllr Daniels said that it was critical that the Council get clarification re the new IDA regional manager. Cllr. 
O’Neill queried reserved land at Bilberry can it be revisited re the original planning permission. 
Chief Executive said that the Council will be examining the land issue.  
Cllr Mulligan asked if festival funding had been discussed at the CPG. 
Chief Executive said that the question on Festival funding will be on the agenda for the next CPG. 
 
The Mayor said that items No. 6 (a) and (b) on the Agenda should be deferred as the matter is being 
challenged and appealed to the District Court and legal advice is to defer it. Cllr. Daniels queried if this 
will delay the procedure and Cllr. Pratt asked if the Council could have a small meeting /workshop to 
discuss it. 
B Duggan, SSO replied that the Council will provide a briefing on the issue.  
Cllr. Cummins asked if it was in the legislation that someone can take a legal challenge. 
B.Duggan, SSO said the Council was respecting the legal advice received.   
Cllr Hearne asked if the Council could meet and discuss the issue with the appellants before we go to 
court to avoid delay. 
B.Duggan, SSO said that there can be no meeting with the parties as the appeals process is with the 
Courts. 
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3. Planning 

 
 
(a) Planning lists as circulated were noted. 

 
(b) National Planning Framework Presentation by Michael Walsh, Chief Executive 
He said that there are combined regional submissions plus individual authority submissions and he will 
circulate documents in next couple of days and councillors can come back with submissions. The Council 
should have a workshop / or meeting with regard to the submission as it is due in 2 weeks time. 
Cllr O’Leary said that the plan gives very little recognition to rural areas. Cllr J. Murphy asked if the 
framework will be on statutory footing and will it cover agencies like TA and CIE.  Cllr Kelly expressed 
concern about the south east region and that the 2040 plan / vision is heavily weighted towards Cork, 
Limerick, Galway. Cllr Mulligan asked what would be the envisaged population growth in the City and 
could the inner city traffic be included in the submission. 
Chief Executive said that the National Planning Framework should not be seen as a rural urban conflict.   
Cllr Cummins asked how does the Chief Executive propose to prepare the plan and are other areas 
involved.  Cllr Griffin said rural areas should be retained and included.  Cllr Roche asked about the 
process.  Cllr Fitzgerald asked if community funding created any jobs.  Cllr Daniels said the Council 
should have a workshop and remarked that Waterford was a Gateway hub before in the Spatial Strategy. 
Chief Executive said that the regional Chief Executives will be working together and he agreed to a 
workshop in Committee. 
 
 
 
4. Land Disposals 
 
Lease and Disposals proposed by Cllr. Cummins, seconded by Cllr.  Brennan and agreed. 
 
Cllr Griffin asked for an explanation with regard to the comment ‘each side to bear costs’.  Cllr Cummins 
queried the disposal of land to Kilkenny County Council.  J. Cantwell, Librarian replied that ‘each side to 
bear own costs’ is a standard element of property transactions.  The land disposal to Kilkenny Count 
Council was redressing previous land acquisitions not needed for the by-pass. 
  
 
 
5. Monthly Management Report 
 
Cllr O’Neill commended the Golden Years Festival and also complemented the Council for the work done 
at Annestown and enquired if toilets could be provided there now. Cllr Hearne enquired about caravans 
that are illegally parked as to how the Council enforce the bye-laws and if sulky racing is included in the 
bye-laws.  Cllr Cummins requested an update on the Applemarket, SDZ and Councillors input into plans, 
also requested an update on the Michael Street Development. 
F Galvin, DOS said there was no budget for new toilets in Annestown. The Draft bye-laws on the control 
of horses are going to the SPC. 
I Grimes, DOS said that enforcement orders have been served on illegal caravans. 
Chief Executive confirmed that the Applemarket will be completed by July, and he will revert on the North 
Quays.  He suggested a meeting to be held in committee on 20th March, 2017 at 6.00pm after the 
Metropolitan meeting. 
Cllr J. Murphy enquired about the car park payments for the Waterside and the bridge aesthetics.  Cllr R 
Murphy asked about the plans for the Greenway opening and also an update on community funding, 
costs for tidy towns and can they be treated separately.  Cllr O’Leary welcomed the recognition of 
Traveller ethnicity and enquired if the Department notified the Council on this. 
The Mayor stated that all the information in respect of the Greenway opening will be going out tomorrow. 
F Galvin, DOS said pay and display will operate at Waterside.  The bridge will be clad with limestone. 
I  Grimes, DOS said that the bulk of funding was allocated to community and at present applications are 
being assessed and recommendation will go to the next meeting. 
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Chief Executive said that the Council had no communication on the traveller ethnicity issue. 
Cllr Clune asked for an update on the landbank for new build and can this be included in the management 
report also requested an inspection feedback, and community grant omission of receipts in 70% of 
applications  Cllr Hannigan asked why there was no rent cap in Waterford.  Cllr O’Ryan asked about the 
speed limit review, also assistance to estates on clean ups and is there a time limit on this. 
I Grimes, DOS will revert on the landbank question and new build can be put on the management report 
and inspection feedback can be looked at.  Community funds receipts are an Auditor requirement.  He 
said that Waterford did not meet the criteria for a rent cap. 
F Galvin, DOS said that all housing estates are in the new speed limit areas. 
Cllr Kelly looked for an update on Tramore works and with the numbers coming from the Tourist 
campaign is there enough bed space.  Cllr Quinlan said that where rent arrears were applied this 
shouldn’t mitigate against grant applications.  Cllr Mulligan spoke about NAMA and the number awaiting 
emergency accommodation and also wanted an update on busking bye-laws 
I Grimes, DOS said that with regard to grant applications, each rent arrears case will be looked at on an 
individual basis.  He will revert with the number for homeless awaiting accommodation. 
Chief Executive will be in a position to report on NAMA, Tramore work will be part of a broader capital 
programme.  He agreed that extra hotel bed accommodation is needed. 
F Galvin, DOS said that there are no busking bye-laws but can refer it to the SPC re. the noise level. 
Cllr Brennan asked if cycle lanes can be repainted, also grant applications should state that receipts are 
required and remarked that kayak access at the new bridge on John’s River is not passable at high tide.  
Cllr Whelan asked how long are families in emergency accommodation, is there a time limit.  Cllr Griffin 
asked about roundabout policy and standardising road ramps. 
F Galvin, DOS said there was a specific budget for roadmarkings and all bridges are not passable at high 
tide. The Council is evaluating tenders on roundabouts at present and he will revert on ramps. 
I Grimes, DOS said that people are moved out of emergency accommodation as soon as possible there 
is no specific timeframe but it is as soon as suitable accommodation is found.  He also said he will  
ensure that the application form for grants is clear re the need to produce receipts.   
Cllr Nugent spoke about tourism marketing and that now there was direct flights to Newfoundland/Canada 
could the Council advertise our connection with Newfoundland by way of a leaflet. 
Chief Executive said that there was only a small budget for marketing and the resources are not available 
at present. 
 
 
6. Economic Development 
 

(c) Economic Grant Scheme  
 
 Proposed by Cllr Roche, seconded by Cllr Quinlan and agreed 
 
 
7.  Arts Grants 
 
Jane Cantwell, Librarian gave details of funding proposal to applicants and the process being reviewed in 
light of the new Arts Strategy. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Roche, seconded by Cllr Cronin and agreed 
  
 
 
8. Change of name of the Waterford Museums Company 
 
It is proposed that the company name changes from “Waterford Museum of Treasures at the Granary” to 
“Waterford Museum of Treasures”. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. Roche, seconded by Cllr Quinlan and agreed. 
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9.  Correspondence 
 

 
The Training and Conferences and Receptions included in correspondence as circulated were proposed 
by Cllr M J O’Ryan, seconded by Cllr Quinlan and agreed. 

 
 

 
10.      Notice of Motions 

 
  
 1. Motion in the name of Cllr. John Pratt & Cllr. Joe Conway 
 

“This Council requests the Government to introduce a new Coroners Bill as a matter of 
urgency, and to ensure that the Coroners Bill will contain the clause to legislate for an 
automatic inquest into Every Maternal Death in the state.” 

 
            Proposed by Cllr Conway, seconded by Cllr Kelly and agreed 
 
 
2. Motion in the name of Cllr. Liam Brazil, Cllr. Ray Murphy, Cllr. Declan Clune, 

Cllr. John O’ Leary, Cllr. Michael J. O’ Ryan, Cllr. Seanie Power  
 

“That this Council notes the campaign of the National Union of Journalists’ Local News 
Matters Week. The campaign is aimed at highlighting the importance of properly 
resourced independent media to the functioning of democracy at local and regional 
levels. 
That this council recognises the importance of local media in reporting on local 
government and informing citizens about the work undertaken on their behalf by elected 
representatives and local authorities and agencies. 
Local media also reflect the concerns of citizens and provide a platform for civic 
participation in dialogue on all aspects of community life. 
Journalists engaged by media organisations: print, broadcasting and online, face many 
challenges, including increased workloads, reduced resources, and lower staffing levels. 
This council urges media organisations to provide journalists with the level of resources 
necessary to ensure accurate and comprehensive coverage of local democracy. 
This Council reaffirms its commitment to make information available to the local media 
and to providing appropriate facilities for journalists attending council meetings.” 

 
           Proposed by Cllr O’Leary, seconded by Cllr O’Ryan and agreed 
 
3. Motion in the name of Cllr. John O’Leary 
 
 "That Waterford City and County Council supports the Bus Eireann workers in their 

endeavours to defend their pay and conditions, calls on the department of transport to 
reverse the cuts to the state subsidy and calls on the department of social protection to 
fully cover the cost of free travel.  

 
 
            Proposed by Cllr O’Leary, seconded by Cllr Fitzgerald and agreed 
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At this stage having exceeded Standing Orders, Members agreed to extend Standing Orders for 5 
minutes to complete the agenda. 
 
 
 
11.  AOB 
 
 
 
Cllr Fitzgerald asked if the Casual Trading Bye-law will remain on public display. 
B. Duggan, SSO said that the public display had closed last Friday. 
Cllr Fitzgerald enquired as to how much notice will be given for the meeting re. casual trading bye-laws. 
B Duggan, SSO said that the notification will be as per the normal meeting notification time. 
Cllr Brazil said that the 3rd Annual Cycle for Mental Health –Suicide Awareness will be held on Easter 
Sunday 16th April, 2017 
The Mayor requested numbers from the members re. attendance at the St. Patrick’s Day Mass. 
Cllr. J. Murphy expressed congratulations to Dan Mulhall on his appointment as Ambassador to the 
United States of America. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:_____________________  Dated:_____________ 
 Mayor  
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